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From The Pastor’s Desk
“For a child has been born—for us! The
gift of a son—for us! He’ll take over the
running of the world. His names will be
Amazing Counselor, Strong God, Eternal God, Prince of Wholeness. His ruling authority will grow, and there’ll be
no limits to the wholeness he
brings.” (Isa 9:6 Mgs)
We Praise God for December, the last
month of the year, which marks the beginning
of the Liturgical year for the Christian Church.
This is the month when we celebrate two Liturgical Seasons—Advent and Christmastide! Advent is the first season of the Christian year and
represents the four Sundays before Christmas
which are designated as “Sundays in Advent.”
This is the period of expectant preparation for
the coming of Christ.
The Christmas Season, sometimes known
as Christmastide, begins Christmas Day and
continues for 12 days through January 6th—the
Epiphany (or Baptism) of the Lord. During the
Christmas Season we celebrate the incarnation

of the Word of God in
Jesus Christ. This year,
Advent starts on the first
Sunday in December, two
Sundays after our Thanksgiving Holiday. Thus,
Advent marks the beginning of our remembrance
and acknowledgement of the Story of our Salvation.
The historical record will show that Believers living in this 21st century world are not
too far removed from God’s people who were
living in the Roman Empire and in Palestine
during the years shortly before the birth of Jesus Christ. Yes, many people of that day were
worshipping the one true and living God; they
were praying to the same God to whom Moses
had prayed; and they were trusting in the same
God who had blessed the Israelites through the
ages. But, God’s people, and in fact, people
everywhere in the Roman Empire, were living
in difficult and uncertain times.
(Continued on page 2)

SENIOR CHOIR ANNIVERSARY
The Senior Choir celebrated their 79th Anniversary at 4pm on Sunday, November 5th. The special guests were Rev. Wilbert Lewis, Jr., Pastor of Judah Temple and the Judah Temple Choir.

Pastor Poag-Ray, Senior Choir
President, Sis. Jackie Harris,
and Rev. Wilbert Lewis

Wayman Senior Choir

VETERAN’S DAY WORSHIP SERVICE

Rev. Baldwin &
Pastor Poag-Ray

Veterans were honored during 10am worship service on Sunday, November 12th. Rev. Vanessa L. Baldwin, Major, United States Air Force, Retired of First A.M.E. Church; Alexandria, VA was the guest preacher.
Our veterans are:
Air Force: Bertina Belt , James Coates, Gregory Reeves
Army: Danny Blackwell , Larry Coates, Jr., Arthur Cooper, Samuel Harris,
Brian Jackson, Sr., Roger Nolan, William Randall, Michael Swett
Active Duty: Commander Roy Wilson, U.S. Navy
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THE PASTOR’S WORD (CONT. FROM PG. 1)
It seems that people living in the world of the Roman
Empire were living under the oppressive reality of the Roman government. Moreover, government officials and the
leaders in Palestine were oppressing the people with heavy
taxation of the poor, and new requirements for census taking connected to people’s places of birth—decrees which
were designed to lead to even more taxation. And although
the Roman Empire boasted a more civil and better organized system of government than was practiced by previous
world powers, the Empire was plagued with immorality
and the worship of gods that led to immoral acts; stealing,
robbery, murder and mayhem were widespread. People
feared for their safety and well-being and were concerned
about a government that promised protection, but who offered only oppression and insecurity. Thus, the people living in those times were ready for the long-ago promised
Messiah who would save the people by ushering in a new
world order. And, it was into this reality that the longawaited Messiah was born. It was into this reality that the
gift of Jesus the Christ was given. And the people believed
that His name would be called “Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.”
Reading today’s news, it seems that our situation is
not too different from the life situations of the people living
in the time of that first Season of Advent/Christmastide.
We, too, are facing issues with taxation and questions
about where people were born—or in today's language,
immigration concerns. We too are struggling with violence
and mayhem, immorality and murder, and untruth and injustice in high places. And, too many people, especially
God’s people, are living in fear for their lives and the lives
of their families. Hence, we, too, need a Savior who will
lift us up to God’s more excellent way—One who will
bring peace on earth and good will towards all people.
Moreover, we need a Savior who offers the transformational power that will lead us to abundant life and eternal
life. Hence, Advent takes us back to the place of preparing
our hearts and our minds for receiving Christ, anew, into
our lives.

Advent takes us back to the hope that is in us—a hope
that embraces anew the reality of Jesus Christ in our hearts.
Advent takes us back to that place of “when we first believed,” and to the wonder and awe of believing in God,
and trusting and accepting God as “Savior, Amazing
Counselor, Strong God, Eternal God, and Prince of Wholeness”—a God who cares for us enough to be both Protector
and Provider. Advent forces us to remember that we serve
and believe in a God who offers unconditional love, and
who looks beyond our faults and sees our needs—a God
who lifts the weight of sin and offers forgiveness, if we
only confess and believe. Advent forces us to embrace
anew the oneness, wholeness, and the abundance promised
to all who believe in Jesus Christ as their Savior and Redeemer. And because we remember that we need a God
who promises to be Savior and Lord of our lives, we celebrate and prepare our hearts and our minds to once again
receive and believe!
Therefore, let us celebrate Advent as a time to renew
our vows to love God and to serve God. Let us celebrate
Advent as a time to recommit ourselves—our souls and
bodies—to be living testimonies of the power of God in
our lives. Moreover, let us celebrate Advent as a rebirth of
our oneness with God and with the family of God, especially those of the household of faith. And, on Christmas,
as we feel the refreshing renewal of our faith, hope, and
love for God through Christ Jesus, let us also remember to
rejoice in the reality of the presence of the Peace of God in
our lives. And through all of our December Celebrations,
let us remember that we are to continue to “…run with patience the race that is set before us, always looking unto
Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith...”
Love, Joy, Peace,
Pastor Poag-Ray

Scriptural Thought for the Conference Year 2017-2018
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he (or she) is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold new things have
come. Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us unto Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of
reconciliation, namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against
them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though
God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.”
How to Get Items Published in the Newsletter
Submissions by Email (attachments) are preferred but not required.
If you have original photographs, we will scan them while you wait- it only takes a
couple of minutes. Please be aware that copies of pictures will not reproduce well and
may not be included if too blurry
♦ Because of space limitations, editing of submissions may be required.
♦ Publication of all content is at the discretion of the Editorial Staff.
♦ Email submissions to waymangoodhope@aol.com
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News of Good Hope - Editorial Staff
Editor - Pamela Spearman

This Month’s Contributor(s)

Sis. Linda Johnson - Photographs
Exhorter Mary McIntyre
Wanda Pack—Photographs
Pastor - Rev. Dr. Lois A. Poag-Ray

NEWS FROM THE COMMISSION ON HEALTH
SIS. SYLVIA NOLAN, CHAIRPERSON

Preparing your home and car for the blast of winter cold
If you live in the Northeast or Midwest, you know the drill. Four to five months of heavy clothes, seeing your breath
and generally freezing outside. Sometimes even elsewhere, Old Man Winter stops in for an unexpected visit. But beyond the inconvenience and discomfort, a winter storm or other severe weather conditions can cause real damage. So
it's important to think about winter preparedness.
Protecting your home is vital. A frozen water pipe can burst and flood your house or basement. An ice dam in your gutter can cause water to seep into and saturate an interior wall. And then there’s your car. Making sure it’s prepped to
face winter’s worst is just as critical. After all, what would happen if a blizzard stranded you in your car?
Prepare yourself
Some winter weather tips to help you get through a severe stretch of cold:
• Stay indoors during the storm.
• Walk carefully on snowy, icy walkways.
• Avoid overexertion when shoveling snow. It’s a serious workout, and going at it too hard can bring on a heart
attack − a major cause of death in the winter. If you must shovel snow, stretch before going outside.
• Stay dry. Wet clothing loses all of its insulating value and transmits the cold rapidly.
• Cold-related injuries
• Watch for signs of frostbite: loss of feeling and white or pale appearance in extremities. If any of these occur,
get medical help immediately.
• Watch for signs of hypothermia: uncontrollable shivering, memory loss, disorientation, incoherence, slurred
speech, drowsiness and apparent exhaustion.
If any of the hypothermia symptoms appear, get yourself (or the victim) to a warm location, remove wet clothing, and
warm the center of the body first. Give the patient warm, non-alcoholic beverages if they are conscious. And of course,
get medical help as soon as possible.
Prepare your home
Some tips to brace your home for a winter storm:
•Clean out the gutters, disconnect and drain all outside hoses. If possible, shut off outside water valves.
•Insulate walls and attics, and caulk and weather-strip doors and windows.
•Repair roof leaks and remove tree branches that could get weighed down with ice or snow and fall on your house
– or your neighbor's. (Avoid liability for the latter.)
•Wrap water pipes in your basement or crawl spaces with insulation sleeves to slow heat transfer.
•Consider an insulated blanket for your hot water heater.
•If you have a fireplace, keep the flue closed when you're not using it.
•Have a contractor check your roof to see if it would sustain the weight of a heavy snowfall.
•Make sure your furniture isn't blocking your home’s heating vents.
•During cold spells, keep cabinet doors open to allow warm air to circulate around pipes, particularly those in the
kitchen and bathrooms.
•Keep a slow trickle of water flowing through faucets connected to pipes that run through unheated or unprotected spaces.
•If your house will be unattended during cold periods, consider draining the water system.
Avoid ice dams – where water from melted snow refreezes in the gutters and seeps in under the roof, soaking interior walls. Here’s how:
(Continued on page 7)
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View the “News of Good Hope” on the Church website
www.waymangoodhope.org

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
PRAYER REQUESTS

Dorothy Brown
James Brown, Jr.
Warren Burnett
Lloyd Carter
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Marjorie Coates
Peggy Colbert
Anne Coates Day
Elizabeth Dennis
Spanky Dennis
Marion Floyd
Elroy Johnson
Linda Johnson
Talicia Johnson
Juanita Little
Joseph Lovett

Roger Nolan
Margaret Smellez
Naomi Smith
Lorraine Stanton
Denaya Thaniel
Izetta Wallace
Teresa Williams
Roy Wilson

1st Isabell Watts
2nd Claudia Brown
5th Geanni Coates
Monique Mobray
6th Deondre Keemer
7th Brian Jackson, Sr.
8th Corey Boone
10th Sammie Adams
Cheryl White Jackson

12th Darlene Pack
13th Sherman Watts
Earl Thomas III
19th Eileen Somerville
24th Sandra Dixon
Wayne Hill
27th Merry McNeil
31st Peggy Colbert

Upcoming Special Events
We offer multiple opportunities to connect and grow spiritually as a Church Family
•15 Minute Mid-Week Refreshing Prayer Call
Wednesdays 6:30 –6:45 am
1-605-475-3235 Access Code 705504# (Dial in and put your phone on mute)
•Life Application Bible Study via Teleconference Wednesdays 7:30pm
1-605-475-3235 Access Code 705504# (Dial in for interactive dialogue)
• Traditional Bible Study Thursdays 12 noon-1pm at the Church
The Women’s Fellowship Christmas Party
Is Friday, November 10th at 7pm
at the home of Sis. Pam Spearman
Please contact the Church office for the address and directions

The Men’s Fellowship
will meet
Saturday, December 11th at 8:30am
All Men are invited– Breakfast is provided

If you need a
Ride to Sunday Service
Contact the Church Office by 4pm on Thursdays

Blood Pressure Screening is held the 3rd Sunday of
each month following morning Worship Service.
Sponsored by the Men’s Fellowship

Check the Calendar for
other scheduled meetings

Sunday, December 17th
2:30 pm—Birthday Party for Jesus
Please bring your children, grandchildren, etc.
Followed by the
Christmas Candlelight Service

The Women’s Fellowship will go Christmas Caroling
on Saturday, December 16th. Meet at the Church at 2pm.
All are welcome.

Sunday, December 31st
Love Feast and Watch Night Service
10:pm

Help us collect
Non-Perishable Food Items
(Bring items that You like to eat)

We encourage you to get 2 or 3 extra items each time you go to
the grocery store and bring them on Sundays.!!

There will be a box in the narthex
Please bring donations by December 17th
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I Dare You to Trust God- With Your Resources!
I was asked to coordinate the challenge of trusting God
with your resources of Money, Time, and Talent during
November.
Trusting God with Your Money-Tithing. Over the
years, I have come to view tithing as a matter of obedience.
1 Samuel 15:22 says “Tell me,” Samuel said. “Does the
Lord really want sacrifices and offerings? No! He doesn’t
want your sacrifices. He wants you to obey him.” Disobedience separated Adam and Eve from God. Because of
that disobedience among other things we have to work by
the sweat of our brow and bear children in pain. The Children of Israel spent 40 years wandering because of their
disobedience and lack of faith. Disobedience causes us to
trust others instead of God. We cannot have two masters.
You will love one and hate the other. Tithing encourages
us to be disciplined in spending and choose to love God
more than the things of the world.
I have a personal testimony about my giving and tithing. When my husband and I married and started our professional careers, like many young couples we had college
loans, were faced with establishing a household and learning to manage our money. We combined our incomes and
our debts and started to tithe. It was a challenge at first
because one of us (me) liked to spend. It forced us to set
priorities and goals together and communicate with each
other. This in itself has been a blessing during our 36
years of marriage. Several years and 2 children into our
marriage my husband’s job was relocating to a different
state. Despite the fact that we would be cutting our income
by 60% due to my job loss, and moving away from family
and friends, we decided that we would make the move. I
have to admit the move did not make practical sense to me
but I had to trust God that it was best for our family. What
does this have to do with tithing? We continued to tithe,
even though our income was 60% less. That move was
over 20 years ago and we still tithe. Although sometimes
money has been tight, we have trusted God. God has met
all our needs and most of our wants and has enabled us to
be generous to others in many ways, including financially.
We continue to grow in faith and like the Apostle Paul,
continue to learn to be content in all situations. I truly believe that if we did not tithe, we would easily be caught up
in chasing worldly things and trying to find happiness in
the material things of the world.
Trusting God with Your Time. We asked everyone to
write down how much time you spend doing the Lord’s
work in 3 areas- Praise and Worship, Study, and Service.
Hebrews 10:25 tells us “don’t forsake the assembling of
the saints”. We must dedicate time for assembling with
others for Praise and Worship. This means attending
Church. Enough said!
We also need time to study God’s Word. 2 Timothy 2:15 says “study to show thyself approved unto God, a
workman that need not be ashamed rightly dividing the
word of truth”. What grade are you in spiritually? The
average student in the United States is required to attend
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180 days a year in school an average of 6 hours/day. This is over
1000 hours/year per grade. How
does this compare to our spiritual
learning? If I use myself as an
example, assuming that I started
learning at age 4 and went to Sunday School or Bible study 1 hour
each week for the past 55 years,
that would be about 2800 hours.
There were several years when I
did neither but I’ll be generous to
myself. I can add in personal bible study time (about 30 minutes/day for the past 10 years)
which is about 1800 hours. Put those together and at best I
have 4600 hours of lifetime bible study- or the equivalent
of 4-1/2 years of school or 3rd- 4th grade. Ouch!
Finally, we need time for service. Matthew 28:19-20
says “Go make disciples baptizing in the name of the father and if the son and of the holy spirit.” I would have to
give myself a big 0 in this area. Is it more important to
make money, to have our children in sports, to watch TV,
etc. than to have them in activities at church?
The third Sunday in November Rev. Linda Banks gave
a powerful testimony about how God has blessed her despite the circumstances of her childhood. She told us how
God blessed her to attend college and become a successful
attorney even when she had no money and doubted
whether she could do it. For Rev. Banks stressed that tithing is a form of worship. I cannot convey the power of
her testimony in writing. I encourage you to take the time
to get to know her and be blessed and encouraged.
We concluded our formal part of the challenge by focusing on Trusting God with our Talents. Matthey 25:40
tells us “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the
least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.”
We all have something that we are good at or like to do.
Our challenge is to use these things for the Glory of God.
If you like to talk, don’t spread gossip, talk about how
good God is. If you like to drive, take people who can’t
drive to the store, doctor, or church. If you are good at
fixing things, fix things or do minor repairs for the sick or
elderly. If you like storytelling or drama use that to bring
the Word of God to life for others. Too often we think the
only way to use our talents is to sing, speak, or dance in
church. We must look outside the church for opportunities
to serve.
Where do we go from here? We will be distributing
pledge cards this month, along with our offering envelopes
for 2018. The pledge card has two parts. The first part is
for self reflection – you keep this part. The second part is
for you to complete and return in the offering plate or mail
to the Church office.
We ask that you continue to pray and participate in the
challenge as we move forward in Daring to Trust God.
Pamela Spearman

NEWS FROM THE COMMISSION ON HEALTH (CONTINUED FROM PG. 3)
•Ventilate your attic.
•Insulate the attic floor well to minimize the amount of heat rising through the attic from within the house.
•Consider having a water-repellent membrane installed under your roof covering.
Prepare your car
According to the Department of Transportation, 22% of all vehicle crashes in the U.S. – and 16% of the fatalities – are
due to severe weather such as rain, snow, sleet and ice.1 So, prepare your car for treacherous conditions and extremely
cold temperatures – and know what to do if you find yourself stranded in a vehicle. When the temperatures start to
drop:
• Drive only if it is absolutely necessary. If you must drive, travel during the day.
• Don’t travel alone. Keep others informed of your schedule.
• Stay on main roads and avoid back road shortcuts.
• Top off antifreeze, windshield wiper fluid, gas, oil and other fluids.
• Make sure your tires have enough tread. Consider snow tires.
• Keep bagged salt or sand in the trunk for extra traction and to melt ice.
• Clear snow from the top of the car, headlights and windows.
• Save the numbers for your auto club, insurance agent and towing service into your cell phone.
Keep a cold-weather kit in your trunk. It should include a blanket or sleeping bag, gloves, hard candy, bottled water,
folding shovel, first aid kit, flashlight and cell phone charger.
If you’re trapped in a vehicle
• Remain inside. Rescuers are more likely to find you there.
• Run the engine and heater about 10 minutes every hour. Clear any snow from the exhaust pipe to reduce your risk
of carbon monoxide poisoning.
• Move around to maintain heat.
• Use maps, floor mats and seat covers for insulation.
• Take turns sleeping. Someone should always be awake to alert rescuers.
• Drink fluids to avoid dehydration.
• Turn on the inside light at night so rescue crews can find you.
• If you’re stranded in a remote area, stomp out the words "SOS" or "HELP" in the snow.
Find out more on how to prepare for extreme weather conditions at our Catastrophe resource center and stay protected from the cold weather and other natural disasters that can affect you and your home. Learn what damages homeowners insurance covers and how flood insurance can protect you in the case of a flood.
MEN’S FELLOWSHIP HEALTH WORKSHOPS
The Men’s Fellowship is sponsoring a series of health
workshops the 2nd Saturday of each month through February 2018. It is open to everyone– Not just men.
Left -First Gentleman, Bro. Chester Ray and Bro. Carlton Coates, Sr.
are joined by one of the nurses from Anne Arundel Medical Center.
Right– Sis. Sylvia Nolan gets her blood pressure checked

WAYMAN Recognition - To God Be The Glory
Congratulations to Kadence and Quincy Wilson!
They both earned straight A’s on their report card!
A Round of
Applause
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WAYMAN GOOD HOPE
Rev. Dr. Lois A. Poag-Ray, Pastor
100 Hoyle Lane
Severna Park, MD 21146
WAYMAN GOOD HOPE CHURCH SCHEDULE:
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES
MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE

10 AM

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

Every 1st Sunday

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

Every 3rd Sunday

CHURCH SCHOOL & BIBLE STUDY
CHURCH SCHOOL

Sunday

9:00-9:50 AM

PRAYER CALL (Call In Only)

Wednesday

6:30-6:45 AM

(Dial 605-475-3235 code 705504#)

LIFE APPLICATION BIBLE STUDY (Call In Only) Wednesday

730pm

(Dial 605-475-3235 code 705504#)

BIBLE STUDY

12 Noon

Thursday

MONTHLY
LOVE FEAST

Thursday before the 1st Sunday at 6:30 PM12 Noon

OFFICIAL BOARD

3rd Thursday

BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING

3rd Sunday after 10am Worship Service

7:00 PM

Refer to the Calendar for other regularly scheduled meetings & rehearsals.

MINISTERIAL STAFF
Rev. Dr. Lois A. Poag-Ray, Pastor
Rev. Elisa Evans, Director Youth & Young Adult Ministries
Rev. Linda Banks, Director of Christian Education
Pastor’s Office Hours
See the weekly bulletin or call the office for an appointment
CHURCH OFFICE STAFF
Sis. Emily Wiredu, Administrative Assistant
Sis. Mary McIntyre, Financial Officer
Church Office Hours
Tues. & Thurs. 3:30-6:30 pm; Fri. 10am – 2pm
Church phone (410)647-4867
Email – waymangoodhope@aol.com

“To all who struggle and desire victory; to all who sin and
to all who mourn and long for comfort; to all who are
thirst after righteousness; to whomsoever will – this Church
Christ Jesus our Lord!”
“Enter this Church, therefore, not as a stranger, but as the
hearts and thanks on your lips, offering God your love and
worship here, and may that blessing rest on you forever.”
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Church fax (410)647-4883
Website – waymangoodhope.org

need forgiveness; to all who are anxious and need peace;
sensitive and look for service; to all who hunger and
opens wide its doors and bids you welcome in the name of
guest of God. Come then into God’s presence with joy in your
service. Beseech God’s blessing on those who minister and

